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Objectives

• To present a brief update of the epidemiology of MPX in the UK

• To present an update on the vaccination of GBMSM
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Background

• Monkeypox virus is endemic to some countries of Western and 
Central Africa

• Travel-associated cases sporadically detected in non-endemic 
countries
Between 2018 and 2021, 7 cases of MPXV were identified in the UK
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The MPX outbreak is slowing
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Epidemiological summary

• Evidence of community transmission in the UK with a disproportionate incidence 
among GBMSM

• Of the 3,585 cases identified between 7th May and 16th September, the majority are:

Men (99%)

GBMSM (97% among those with data on sexual orientation)

London residents (69% among those with data on residence)

• Links to gay bars, sex on premises venues and geospatial networking (‘dating’) 
apps

• Only Clade IIb of MPXV has been identified to date
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Characteristics of confirmed cases
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Characteristics of confirmed cases

7



Public health response

• Regular stakeholder engagement, public facing communications 
and health promotion

• MPX now designated a notifiable disease in England (as of 8th June)

• Commenced pre-exposure vaccination of GBMSM at high risk of 
MPX in June
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Stakeholder engagement: health promotion
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https://t.co/NJ8YuSBn1R
https://twitter.com/i/status/1531949696800935937
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-61609888.amp


Stakeholder engagement: estimates of eligible population
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• Consensus estimate of the no. of people eligible for MPX vaccination
111,000

• Based on:
Data reported by SHS to GUMCAD

Uplifts to account for GBMSM at high risk of MPX who:
o do not regularly attend SHS

o are not in contact with SHS

HCWs and outreach workers at increased risk of MPX



MPX vaccination strategy

• Developed vaccination strategy with the focus on preventing 
further cases and limiting ongoing transmission
Used the learning from the 2016/17 Hep A outbreak to inform the design and

recommend eligibility criteria for pre-exposure vaccination of GBMSM

Used the experience of HPV vaccination of GBMSM to plan the 
procurement/supply processes and monitoring of vaccination

• Used data reported by SHS to the GUMCAD STI Surveillance 
System to estimate the distribution of initial supply of pre-
exposure vaccination to SHS
Proxy measures of high risk of MPX
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MPX vaccination
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45,049 vaccines administered in total

40,426 pre-exposure vaccines to GBMSM

As of 20/9/2022. Image created by M. Tajudin (the Noun Project)



MPX vaccination
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45,049 vaccines administered in total

40,426 pre-exposure vaccines to GBMSM

As of 20/9/2022. Image created by M. Tajudin (the Noun Project)



PLATINUM Trial

UK-wide trial of tecovirimat for monkeypox; most people with monkeypox 

are eligible

Remote design with no trial visits, involving:

• Oral tecovirimat/placebo

• Brief daily symptom diary & weekly swabs for 4 weeks

Please consider referring your clients:

• Ask if they’re happy to be called by trial team if diagnosis confirmed

• If so, direct them to trial website PlatinumTrial.org > ‘For Patients’

Referral = an email saying:

• PCR-confirmed monkeypox (and no plan for admission)

• Patient happy to be phoned to discuss trial

Any clinician can refer their clients; no prior involvement needed

Afterwards, all trial procedures are done by trial team, including full eligibility check

Go to PlatinumTrial.org > ‘For Healthcare Workers’ for more info & a referral template

http://www.platinumtrial.org/
http://www.platinumtrial.org/


Summary

• The monkeypox outbreak is slowing

• Second doses of vaccines should now be offered to those most at 
risk of monkeypox, while continuing efforts to maximise the uptake 
of first doses

• SHS are offering intradermal vaccination to maximise the 
available supply
20,000 vaccines received thus far in September

Additional 80,000 expected this month
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Online resources

Rolling news story - https://www.gov.uk/government/news/monkeypox-cases-confirmed-in-

england-latest-updates

Technical briefings - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/monkeypox-outbreak-technical-

briefings

Guidance: cleaning sex on premises venues - https://www.gov.uk/guidance/monkeypox-

cleaning-sex-on-premises-venues

THT – Monkeypox in the UK - https://www.tht.org.uk/news/monkeypox-uk 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/monkeypox-cases-confirmed-in-england-latest-updates
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/monkeypox-outbreak-technical-briefings
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/monkeypox-cleaning-sex-on-premises-venues
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/national-chlamydia-screening-programme-ncsp-data-tables

